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EDUCATION  
2004 Ph.D., Geography, University of California, Los Angeles 

Dissertation:  Stretching the Boundaries of Citizenship in the City:  Undocumented Migrants and  
Political Mobilization in Los Angeles  
 

1996 M.A., Geography, University of Washington, Seattle 
Thesis:  Proposition 187:  Xenophobia, the Feminized Immigrant, and Public Spaces of  
Reproduction in a Transnational Era  
 

1994 B.A., Geography/Environmental Studies and International Development Studies 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, College Honors, Departmental Honors 
 

 
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT, AFFILIATIONS, AND APPOINTMENTS 
2022-23 Interim Associate Provost for Academic Affairs and Dean of Humanities and Social 

Sciences 
CUNY Graduate Center 
 

2018-22 Executive Officer and Professor 
Earth and Environmental Sciences Program, CUNY Graduate Center  

2019- Program Faculty  
International Migration Studies Masters Program, CUNY Graduate Center  

Spring 
2018 
 

Distinguished Visiting CUNY Fellow 
Advanced Research Collaborative, CUNY Graduate Center 

2017- Full Professor 
Department of Political Science, John Jay College, City University of New York 
 

2015-17 Visiting Scholar  
Center for the Study of Law and Society and Department of Geography 
University of California, Berkeley 
 

2015- Research Advisory Board Member 
Vera Institute of Justice, NYC 
 

2013-17 Associate Professor  
Department of Political Science, John Jay College, City University of New York 
 

2013-20 Doctoral Faculty 
Ph.D. Program in Criminal Justice, CUNY Graduate Center 
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2009- Doctoral Faculty 

Ph.D. Program in Earth and Environmental Sciences, CUNY Graduate Center 
     
2008-12  Associate Professor (tenure track) 

Department of Political Science, John Jay College, City University of New York 
 

2006-10 Research Associate  
Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, University of California, San Diego.  Research 
Director for the State and Local Immigration Policy Project.   
 

2006-08  Assistant Professor  
School of Justice and Social Inquiry, Arizona State University  
 

2005-06 Postdoctoral Scholar/Visiting Research Fellow  
Center for Comparative Immigration Studies and Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies 
University of California, San Diego 
 

2002-05 Guest Faculty 
Department of Politics, Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville NY 

  
  

 
AREAS OF EXPERTISE  
 

Immigration federalism in the United States; American political development; geographies of citizenship 
and membership; law and society; nativism; the rise of the new right.   
 
 
CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS  
 

“Divergent States:  Understanding the Politics of Immigration in New Mexico and Arizona” (with Marie 
Provine)  
 
“The Anti-Immigrant Roots of Contemporary Voter Suppression” 
 
“Keeping Out ‘Aliens and Indigents’:  State Blockades During the Great Depression” 
 
 
GRANTS  
 

 
2021 PublicsLab Doctoral Institutional Curriculum Grant, “Creating a Doctoral Certificate in Climate and  

Environmental Justice”, CUNY Graduate Center.  $8000 (awarded) 
 

2020-21 PSC-CUNY Research Grant, “Tracing Immigration Policy Trajectories in New Mexico and  
Arizona” ($6000, awarded). 63636-00 51 (now expiring 12/31/22) 
 

2020-27 Advisory Committee/Collaborator, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC),  
Canada, “Urban Sanctuary, Solidarity, and Hospitality in Global Perspective”.  Harald Bauder,  
Ryerson University, PI. (CA$2.5 million, awarded) 
 

2017 National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend Program, “The contentious evolution 
of Hispanic identity during the Chicano Movement in New Mexico, 1962-1974” (8% grant rate;  
$6000, awarded). 
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2016-17 PSC-CUNY Research Grant.  “Divergent States:  Explaining Immigration Policy Trajectories in  
Colorado and Utah” ($6000) 

  
2015-16 PSC-CUNY Research Grant.  “Divergent States:  Explaining Immigration Policy Trajectories in  

New Mexico and Arizona” ($6000) 
  
2009-11 
 

National Science Foundation: “Local Policing in the Context of Immigration:  Further  
Explorations Using a Mixed Method Approach,” With Marie Provine, Scott Decker, and Paul  
Lewis. Award ID:  SES-0921202; jointly funded by the Sociology, and Law and  
Social Sciences programs ($321,172). 
 

2008-9 
 

National Science Foundation: “Policing in the Context of Immigration” Grant to support  
national survey and four in-depth case studies.”  With Marie Provine, Scott Decker, and  
Paul Lewis. Award ID:  SES-0819082; jointly funded by the Sociology, and  
Law and Social Sciences programs ($180,000).   
 

2007-8 Institute for Humanities Research, ASU; Research Cluster Grant, “Migration and Belonging”,  
with Karen Leong, Chair and Associate Professor, Asian Pacific American Studies, and  
Women and Gender Studies 
 

2006-7 
 

North American Center for Transborder Studies (ASU) seed grant: “La Migra is everywhere:   
Local police as immigration-control agents” with Marie Provine 
 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS: IN PROGRESS 
 

Varsanyi, Monica W. “Archival data and migration research,” in Ricard Zapata-Barrero and Daniela Vintila 
(eds.) How to do Migration Research. Edward Elgar Publishing (book chapter, in preparation) 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. and Marie Provine.  “Understanding contemporary immigration politics in New 
Mexico and Arizona:  The Chicano Movement (1962-1975) as critical juncture” (journal article, in 
preparation)   
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. “The anti-immigrant roots of voter suppression” (journal article, in preparation) 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Books 
Provine, Marie; Monica Varsanyi, Paul Lewis, and Scott Decker. 2016. Policing Immigrants:  Local Law 
Enforcement on the Front Lines. Chicago: University of Chicago Press (Law and Society Series).  

Winner of the “2018 Outstanding Book in Policing Award” of the American Society of 
Criminology.   

 
Varsanyi, Monica (ed.). 2010. Taking Local Control: Immigration Policy Activism in U.S. Cities and States.   
Stanford University Press.   
 
Journal Articles, Book Chapters, and Other Publications 
Siener, Christian and Monica W. Varsanyi (eds.). 2022. “Editorial:  State of the Archives, Archives of the 
State:  Methodological Challenges of Archival Research in Geography,” Special issue of Professional 
Geographer.  Published Online.  Papers in the collection: 

• Rakhee Kewada, “The postcolonial archive and methods:  Field notes from the Tanzania National 
Archives” 
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• Patricia M. Martin and Magdalena Garcia, “Reconstructing historical geographies of the Dirty War 
in Mexico:  The challenges of working with the archives of the Dirección Federal de Seguridad” 

• Naomi Adiv, “The archive and the square:  Access to archival records surrounding privatized 
public space” 

• Jessie Speer and Stephen Cassidy Jones, “Dangerous papers:  Building an archive of antiprison 
resistance” 

 
Klaus Dodds, Vanesa Castan Broto, Klaus Detterbeck, Martin Jones, Virginie Mamadouh, Maano 
Ramutsindela, Monica Varsanyi, David Wachsmuth, Chih Yuan Woon (eds.) 2022. “Editorial:  Territory, 
Politics, Governance:  Achievements and Prospects,” Territory, Politics, Governance 10(2): 145-158.   
 
Dodds, Klaus, Vanesa Castan Broto, Klaus Detterbeck, Martin Jones, Virginie Mamadouh, Maano 
Ramutsindela, Monica Varsanyi, David Wachsmuth, Chih Yuan Woon (eds). 2020. “Editorial:  The 
COVID-19 pandemic: territorial, political and governance dimensions of the crisis,” Territory, Politics, 
Governance 8(3): 289-98. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2020. “Hispanic Racialization, Citizenship, and the Colorado Border Blockade of 
1936,” Journal of American Ethnic History. 40(1): 5-39.  
 
Provine, Marie and Monica W. Varsanyi. 2020. “The politics behind the documents:  Comparing immigrant 
driver’s license policy development in New Mexico and Arizona,” in Sarah Horton and Josiah Heyman 
(eds.) Paper Trails:  Migrants and Documents in an Era of Legal Insecurity. Duke University Press, pp. 
74-102.  
 
Monica W. Varsanyi. 2019. “From de facto urban citizenship to open borders,” an invited response to 
Rainer Bauböck’s essay, “Cities vs. states:  Should urban citizenship be emancipated from nationality”.  
Forum participants include Avner de Shalit, Nir Barak, Patti Tamara Lenard, Josephine van Zeben, 
Warren Magnusson, Harald Bauder, Saskia Sassen, Seyla Benhabib, and Elizabeth Cohen.  Global 
Citizenship Governance Programme of the European University Institute.  http://globalcit.eu/cities-vs-
states-should-urban-citizenship-be-emancipated-from-nationality/.   
 
Scott Decker, Marie Provine, Monica Varsanyi and Paul Lewis, (equal authorship). 2017. “Going local:  
Cities confront immigration enforcement in the Trump Era,” APSA Migration and Citizenship Newsletter.   
 
Varsanyi, Monica; Paul Lewis, Marie Provine, Scott Decker. 2017. “Immigration policing practices in new 
destinations.” in Anthony M. Messina (ed.) Transatlantic Perspectives on New Immigrant Destinations. 
Philadelphia, PA:  Temple University Press, pp. 225-247.  
 
Cornelius, Wayne, Angela García, and Monica W. Varsanyi (equal authorship). 2017. “Op-Ed:  Giving 
sanctuary to undocumented immigrants doesn’t threaten public safety—it increases it.”  Los Angeles 
Times.  February 2.  Available online at:  http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-sanctuary-cities-
trump-20170202-story.html.   
 
Taylor, Melanie A., Scott Decker, Doris M. Provine, Paul G. Lewis, and Monica W. Varsanyi. 2014. “Illegal 
immigration and local policing” in Michael D. Reisig and Robert J. Kane (eds.). The Oxford Handbook on 
Police and Policing.  New York:  Oxford University Press, pp. 409-429.  
 
Paul G. Lewis, Scott H. Decker, Marie Provine, and Monica W. Varsanyi. 2013. “Empowering local police 
to Enforce U.S. immigration policy has led to a patchwork of inconsistent measures,”  The London School 
of Economics and Political Science American Politics and Policy Blog.  http://bit.ly/1bFCdJu 
 
Lewis, Paul; Scott Decker, Marie Provine, and Monica Varsanyi. 2013. “Why do (some) city police 
departments enforce federal immigration law?  Political, demographic, and organizational influences on 
local choices.”  Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory 23(1): 1-25. 
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Leerkes, Arjen; Varsanyi, Monica, and Engbersen, Godfried. 2012. “Local limits to migration control:  
Practices of selective migration policing in a restrictive national policy context.” Police Quarterly 15(4): 
446-475.    
 
Varsanyi, Monica; Paul Lewis; Marie Provine; and Scott Decker. 2012. “A multilayered jurisdictional  
patchwork:  Immigration federalism in the United States.” Law & Policy.  34(2):  138-158.   
 
Provine, Marie; Monica W. Varsanyi, Paul Lewis, and Scott Decker. 2012. “Growing tensions between 
civic membership and enforcement in the devolution of immigration control,” in Charis E. Kubrin, Marjorie 
Zatz, and Ramiro Martinez, Jr. Punishing Immigrants:  Policy, Politics, and Injustice. New York:  NYU 
Press. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2012. “Fighting political exclusion:  The immigrants’ and former felons’ voting rights 
movements,” in Jenna Loyd, Andrew Burridge, and Matthew Mitchelson (eds.) Beyond Walls and Cages:  
Bridging Prison Abolition and Immigrant Justice Movements.  Athens GA:  University of Georgia Press.     
 
Decker, S; Paul Lewis, Marie Provine, and Monica Varsanyi. 2012. “Local Policing, Local Communities, 
and Immigration” Law Enforcement Executive Forum.  12(2):  25-30. 
 
Provine, Marie; Varsanyi, Monica (eds.) 2012. “Scaled down:  Perspectives on state and local creation 
and enforcement of immigration law.  Introduction to special issue of Law & Policy,” Law and Policy 34(2):  
105-112.  
 

Reprinted:  Provine, Marie; Varsanyi, Monica (eds.). 2013. “Scaled down:  Perspectives on state 
and local creation and enforcement of immigration law.  Immigration and Nationality Law Review.  
 

Varsanyi, Monica W., Paul G. Lewis, Doris Marie Provine, and Scott Decker. 2012. “Immigration 
federalism:  Which policy prevails?” Migration Information Source.  Washington DC:  Migration Policy 
Institute.  Available at:  http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=909. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2011. “Neoliberalism and nativism:  Local anti-immigrant policy activism and an 
emerging politics of scale” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. 35(2):  295-311. 
 
Decker, Scott H., Paul G. Lewis, Doris Marie Provine, and Monica W. Varsanyi (equal authorship). 2011.  
Local Policing, Local Communities, and Immigration:  Results from Three Nationwide Surveys of Law 
Enforcement Executives. (11 pp.) 
 
Decker, Scott H., Paul G. Lewis, Doris Marie Provine, and Monica W. Varsanyi (equal authorship). 2011. 
Immigration and Local Policing in Smaller Municipalities:  Results from a National Survey of Law 
Enforcement Executives. (11 pp.) 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2010. “Immigration policy activism in U.S. states and cities:  Interdisciplinary 
perspectives,” in Varsanyi, Monica W. (ed.) (2010) Taking Local Control: Immigration Policy Activism in 
U.S. Cities and States. Stanford University Press and the Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, 
UCSD, pp. 1-27.  
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2010. “Local and state politics of immigration,” The International Studies 
Encyclopedia.  Denemark, Robert A. (Ed.) New York:  Wiley-Blackwell.  pp. 4956-4977.   
 
Decker, Scott H., Paul G. Lewis, Doris Marie Provine, and Monica W. Varsanyi (equal authorship). 2010. 
Immigration and County Policing:  Results from a National Survey of Sheriffs. (11 pp.) 
 
Decker, Scott H., Paul G. Lewis, Doris Marie Provine, and Monica W. Varsanyi (equal authorship). 2009.  
“Immigration and local policing:  Results from a national survey of law enforcement executives,” in 
Khashu, Anita (ed.) The Role of Local Police:  Striking a Balance Between Immigration Enforcement and 
Civil Liberties.  Washington DC:  Police Foundation, pp. 169-179.   
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Decker, Scott H., Paul G. Lewis, Doris Marie Provine, and Monica W. Varsanyi (equal authorship). 2009. 
“On the frontier of local law enforcement:  Local police and federal immigration law,” in William  
McDonald (ed.) Immigration, Crime, and Justice.  Sociology of Crime, Law, and Deviance, Volume 13. 
Bingley, UK:  Emerald/JAI Press, pp.  261-276. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2008. “Rescaling the ‘alien’, rescaling personhood:  Neoliberalism, immigration and 
the state,” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 98(4), pp. 877-896.   
 

Reprinted: Varsanyi, Monica W. 2009. “Rescaling the ‘alien’, rescaling personhood:  
Neoliberalism, immigration and the state” Working Paper #173.  Center for Comparative 
Immigration Studies, UCSD.   

 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2008. “Immigration policing through the backdoor:  City ordinances, the “right to  
the city” and the exclusion of undocumented day laborers” Urban Geography 29(1), pp. 29-52. 
 

Reprinted:  Varsanyi, Monica W. 2008. “Immigration policing through the backdoor:  City  
ordinances, the “right to the city” and the exclusion of undocumented day laborers” Working  
Paper #165.  Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, UCSD. 
 
Reprinted:  Varsanyi, Monica W. 2010. “City ordinances as ‘immigration policing by proxy’:  Local 
governments and the regulation of undocumented day laborers,” in Varsanyi, Monica (ed.) Taking  
Local Control: Immigration Policy Activism in U.S. Cities and States.  Stanford University Press  
and the Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, UCSD, pp. 135-154. 

 
Decker, Scott H., Paul G. Lewis, Doris Marie Provine, and Monica W. Varsanyi (equal authorship). 2008. 
Immigration and Local Policing:  Results from a National Survey of Law  
Enforcement Executives. (9 pp.) 
 
Decker, Scott H., Paul G. Lewis, Doris Marie Provine, and Monica W. Varsanyi (equal authorship). 2008. 
Immigration and Local Policing:  Results from a Survey of Law Enforcement Executives in Arizona. (9 pp.) 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 20 April 2008. “Should cops be la migra?  Most U.S. police chiefs don’t want the job 
of enforcing immigration laws,” Los Angeles Times, Sunday Opinion Section.  Available online at:  
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-op-varsanyi 20apr20,0,3092116.story.  
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2007. “Documenting undocumented migrants:  The matrículas consulares as  
neoliberal local membership.” Geopolitics 12(2), pp.299-319. 
 

Reprinted: Varsanyi, Monica W.  2006. Rising Tensions Between National and Local Immigration  
and Citizenship Policy:  Matrículas Consulares, Local Membership and Documenting the  
Undocumented.  Working Paper #140.  Center for Comparative Immigration Studies,  
UCSD. 

 
Varsanyi, Monica W. and Joseph Nevins (eds.). 2007. “Borderline Contradictions: Neoliberalism, 
Unauthorized Migration, and Growing Immigration Policing,” Geopolitics 12(2), pp. 223-8. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2006. “Interrogating ‘urban citizenship’ vis-à-vis undocumented migration.”  
Citizenship Studies 10(2), pp. 229-249. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2005. “The rise and fall (and rise?) of noncitizen voting:  Immigration and the  
shifting scales of citizenship and suffrage in the United States,” Space and Polity 9(2),  
pp. 113-134. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2005. “The paradox of contemporary immigrant political mobilization:   
Organized labor, undocumented migrants, and electoral participation in Los Angeles,” Antipode:   
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A Radical Journal of Geography 37(4), pp. 775-795. 
 

Reprinted:  Varsanyi, Monica W. 2006. “’Getting out the vote’ in Los Angeles:  The mobilization of  
undocumented migrants in electoral politics,” in S. Oboler (ed.) Latinos and Citizenship:   
Dilemmas of Belonging (New York: Palgrave), pp. 219-246. 

 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2000. “Global cities from the ground up:  A response to Peter Taylor,” response to 
the Political Geography Plenary Lecture, Political Geography 19(1), pp. 33-38. 
 
Book Reviews  

Varsanyi, Monica W. 2011. Review of Kal Raustiala’s Does the Constitution Follow the Flag?  The 
Evolution of Territoriality in American Law. New York:  Oxford University Press, 2009.  Law and Society 
Review.  45(2):  511-513. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W. 2007. Review of Robert Courtney Smith, Mexican New York:  Transnational Lives of 
New Immigrants (University of California Press, 2006).  Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers 97(3): 655-6. 
 
Varsanyi, Monica W.  2004. Review essay of (1) Citizenship and Migration: Globalization and the Politics 
of Belonging.  Stephen Castles and Alistair Davidson (Routledge, 2000); (2) From Migrants to Citizens:  
Membership in a Changing World.  T. Alexander Aleinikoff and Douglas Klusmeyer (Eds.) (Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 2000); and (3) Immigration and Citizenship in the 21st Century.  
Noah M.J. Pickus (Ed.) (Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc.1998), Political Geography 23(2), pp. 213-
219. 
 
 
PANELS, LECTURES, AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

Invited Scholarly Lectures and Colloquia 
2019 
“Divergent States:  Explaining Immigration Federalism in New Mexico and Arizona,” Fordham University 
Urban Consortium.  March 11.   
 
2018 
Debate Participant, “Town Hall Debate on Sanctuary Cities”.  Arizona State University West Campus, Oct 
5.  
 
“Race, Citizenship, and the Colorado Border Blockade of 1936,” Fellowship Talk Series, Advanced 
Research Collaborative, CUNY Graduate Center. May 10.  
 
“The ‘Alien Menace’?  New Mexico’s Response to the Colorado Migrant Blockade of 1935-1937,” People 
and Places Lecture Series, Center for Southwest Research, University of New Mexico. May 3.  
 
“The Colorado Border Blockade of 1935-1937:  Race, Territory, and Exclusion (and some thoughts on 
archival research in Geography),” Department of Geography, Rowan University. April 25.  
 
“The Colorado Border Blockade of 1935-1937:  Race, Territory, and Exclusion” Earth and Environmental 
Sciences Colloquium Series, CUNY Graduate Center, April 19.  
 
2017 
Book Talk: Policing Immigrants:  Local Law Enforcement on the Front Lines.  John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice, CUNY, October 30.  
 
“Policing Immigrants:  Understanding Law Enforcement Policies and Practices in ‘New Destination’ 
Cities,” Redlands University. February 12.   
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2016  
“Policing Immigrants:  Local Law Enforcement on the Front Lines” Vera Institute for Justice. October 27. 
 
“Explaining immigration federalism in New Mexico and Arizona:  Race, language, and state formation,” 
Workshop on Migration, Race, Ethnicity, and Nation (MERN), Sociology Department, Stanford  
University, May 10.   
 
“Divergent States:  Explaining Immigration Policy Trajectories in New Mexico and Arizona,” Center for the 
Study of Law and Society, UC Berkeley, March 23. 
 
2015 
“Divergent States:  Explaining Immigration Policy Trajectories in New Mexico and Arizona,” UCLA 
Department of Political Science; Race, Ethnicity, and Politics Lecture Series.  January 22. 
 
2014 
“Policing immigration:  How does local law enforcement engage with new immigrant communities,” 
Vassar College.  September 23. 
 
2013 
“Immigration and Policing Practices in New Destinations,” Department of Politics, University of San 
Francisco.  November 21. 
 
“Understanding Immigration Policing at the Local Level:  An In-Depth Analysis of Four Case Studies in 
the United States,” The Challenges and Opportunities of Diversity in New Immigrant Destinations.  Trinity 
College, Hartford, CT.   October 2013.  with Marie Provine, Paul Lewis, and Scott Decker. 
 
“New Destinations or Old Politics? Explaining Local Immigration Policing Practices in the United States”; 
Geography Colloquium series, CUNY Graduate Center.  March 21.  
 
2012 
“New Destinations or Old Politics? Explaining Local Immigration Policing Practices in the United States”.  
Immigration Seminar Series, CUNY Graduate Center.  October 2. 
 
“Immigration and the DREAM Act” John Jay College of Criminal Justice Symposium Series:  Hot Topics, 
Cool Research.  May 10. 
 
“Local Police, Local Communities, and Immigration” Criminalizing Immigration:  Perspectives on 
Regulation, Citizenship, and Advocacy.  Institute for the Social Sciences, Cornell University, March 30. 
 
2011 
“Local Police, Local Communities, and Immigration” Vera Institute for Justice.  November 21.   
 
Baruch College School of Public Affairs, CUNY. “Local Policing in the Context of Immigration”.  25 May 
2011.  For conference, “Immigrants and Services in New York City” (co-sponsored by the Mayor’s Office 
of Immigrant Affairs and the City University of New York). 
 
Rutgers University, Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy. “Neoliberalism and nativism:  Local 
anti-immigrant policy activism and an emerging politics of scale”.  21 April.   
 
“Neoliberalism and nativism: Local anti-immigrant policy activism and an emerging politics of scale,” 
Columbia University, Colloquium on Governing Interdependence. 5 April. 
 
CUNY Graduate Center, Masters Class for the Program in Earth and Environmental Sciences, Feb 10. 
 
2010 
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Rutgers University, Program on Immigration and Democracy, Eagleton Institute.  “The Localization of 
Immigration Policy and Enforcement in the United States”. March 5.  
 
2008 
Northern Illinois University. October 9-10. 

- Department of Geography, “Rescaling the ‘alien’, rescaling personhood:  Neoliberalism, 
immigration and the state” 

- Center for Latino and Latin American Studies, “Immigration policing through the backdoor:  City 
ordinances, the ‘right to the city,’ and the exclusion of undocumented day laborers.” 

 
2007 
“Immigration policing through the backdoor:  City ordinances, the ‘right to the city,’ and the exclusion of 
undocumented day laborers,” Department of Geography, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, 
November. 
 
“Immigration policing through the backdoor:  City ordinances, the ‘right to the city,’ and the exclusion of 
undocumented day laborers,” Department of Geography, University of Denver, November. 
 
“Immigration policing through the backdoor:  City ordinances and the exclusion of undocumented day 
laborers,” Department of Government, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University of New York, 
October.   
 
2006 
“The rise of ‘local immigration policy and enforcement’:  The federal context and local examples from 
Phoenix,” UCSD, 18 October. 
 
“Rising Tensions Between National and Local Immigration and Citizenship Policy:  Matrículas Consulares, 
Local Membership and Documenting the Undocumented” Center for Comparative Immigration Studies 
and Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, UCSD; 6 June. 
 
“Federal Laws v. Local Realities:  Scale, Citizenship, and Debates over Documenting the Undocumented” 
Department of Geography colloquium series, University of Washington; May. 
 
2005 
“’Getting out the vote’ in Los Angeles:  The mobilization of undocumented migrants in electoral politics.” 
Department of Political Science, Baruch College, City University of New York, December. 
 
“Stretching the boundaries of citizenship in the city:  Undocumented migrants and political mobilization in 
Los Angeles.” School of Justice and Social Inquiry, Arizona State University, December. 
 
“Stretching the boundaries of citizenship in the city:  Undocumented migrants and political mobilization in 
Los Angeles.” Department of Latino and Hispanic Caribbean Studies, Rutgers University, November. 
 
“Stretching the boundaries of citizenship in the global city:  Undocumented migrants and political 
mobilization in Los Angeles.” Urban Studies, Lang College, New School University, April. 
 
“Stretching the boundaries of citizenship in the city:  Undocumented migrants and political mobilization in 
Los Angeles.” Department of Geography and Program in Planning, University of Toronto, February. 
 
2003 
“On the trail of urban citizenship:  Undocumented migrants, electoral participation, and the ‘new’ labor 
movement in Los Angeles.”  Department of Politics, and Latin American & Latino Studies, University of 
California Santa Cruz, February. 
 
“On the trail of urban citizenship:  Undocumented migrants and the ‘new’ labour movement in Los 
Angeles.”  Department of Geography, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada. February. 
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Conferences:  Papers 
2021 
Monica Varsanyi. “The Anti-Immigrant Roots of Contemporary Voter Suppression” in organized session 
Immigration Federalism and Anti-Immigrant Politics in the States.  Social Science History Association 
Conference.  November 11-14.  
 
Monica Varsanyi. “The Anti-Immigrant Roots of Voter Suppression Laws:  Case Study Kansas” in 
organized session on Nativisms and Nationalisms.  APSA. Sept 30-Oct 3.   
 
2019 
Monica Varsanyi and Marie Provine. “Explaining state-level immigration politics:  The Great Depression, 
New Deal, and the entrenchment of race by law in New Mexico and Arizona,” in the organized session, 
Spaces of Immigrant Reception and Exclusion:  Immigration Federalism in the United States.  Social 
Science History Association, Chicago IL.  Nov. 22.   
 
Monica Varsanyi. “Policing Immigrants:  Local Police on the Front Lines of Immigration Enforcement” In 
organized session, “Border enforcement, policing, and the incarceration system”, Social Anatomy of a 
Deportation Regime, John Jay College, CUNY; April 29.     
 
Monica Varsanyi and Marie Provine. “Establishing causality using qualitative, archival data:  Towards a 
comparative--and geographical?-- historical analysis,” Association of American Geographers Annual 
Meeting, Washington DC, April 5. 
 
2018 
Monica Varsanyi and Marie Provine. “Understanding contemporary immigration politics in New Mexico 
and Arizona:  The Chicano Movement (1962-1975) as critical juncture,” Social Science History 
Association Annual Meeting, Phoenix, AZ; November.   
 
2017 
Marie Provine and Monica Varsanyi.  “Borders and bridges:  Explaining immigrant policy divergence in 
Arizona and New Mexico,” Law and Society Association (LSA), Mexico City, June 20-23. 
 
2015 
Varsanyi, Monica and Marie Provine, “Comparing immigration policy and enforcement in two neighboring 
states,” in organized panel:  Comparative and Multilevel Citizenship, organized by Willem Maas and 
Rainer Bauböck.  American Political Science Association (APSA) San Francisco, CA, August. 

Varsanyi, Monica and Marie Provine, “Immigration federalism in the shifting political sands of two desert 
states, Arizona and New Mexico.”  Law and Society Association (LSA), Seattle, WA, May. 
 
2014 
Varsanyi, Monica and Marie Provine.  “Divergent States:  Comparing Immigration Enforcement Regimes 
in New Mexico and Arizona.”  Law and Society Association (LSA), Minneapolis, MN.  May 31. 
 
2013 
Varsanyi, MW, Marie Provine, Paul Lewis, Scott Decker (May 30-June 2) “Understanding Immigration 
Policing at the Local Level:  An In-Depth Analysis of Four Case Studies in the United States,” Law and 
Society Association (LSA), Boston, MA 
 
Varsanyi, M.W. “New destinations, partisanship, or something else?  Explaining immigration enforcement 
policies and practices at the local scale,” Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers 
(AAG) Los Angeles; April.  
 
2012 
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Varsanyi, M.W. 6 June. “New destinations, partisanship, or something else?  Explaining immigration 
enforcement policies and practices at the local scale,” in panel Building a Sociology of Crimmigration:  
Securitization in Modern Times.  Law and Society Association (LSA) Annual meeting.  Honolulu, HI.   
 
2011 
Paul Lewis, Monica Varsanyi, Marie Provine, and Scott Decker. “New destinations or old politics?  
Explaining local immigration enforcement policies,” American Political Science Association (APSA) 
Annual meeting, Seattle, WA; September.  
 
“Europe’s Arizona:  On the local limits to migration control,” Law and Society Association (LSA). San 
Francisco, CA, 3 June.  (with Arjen Leerkes and Godfried Engbersen, non-presenter).    
 
2010 
“A multilayered jurisdictional patchwork:  Immigration federalism in the United States.” American Political 
Science Association (APSA) annual meeting.  September 2-5, Washington DC. With Marie Provine, Scott 
Decker, Paul Lewis. 
 
“A multilayered jurisdictional patchwork:  The reemergence of immigration federalism in the United 
States,” Law and Society Association (LSA), Chicago, May 31.  With Marie Provine, Scott Decker, Paul 
Lewis. 
 
“A multilayered jurisdictional patchwork:  The reemergence of immigration federalism in the United 
States,” Association of American Geographers (AAG), Washington DC; 13-15 April.  With Marie Provine, 
Scott Decker, Paul Lewis. 
 
“A multilayered jurisdictional patchwork:  The reemergence of immigration federalism in the United  
States,” Western Political Science Association (WPSA), San Francisco, CA; 2-4 April.  With Marie 
Provine, Scott Decker, Paul Lewis. 
 
2009 
“Whose security?  Growing tensions between civic membership and enforcement in the devolution of 
immigration control,” Paper prepared for Social Science Research on Immigration:  The Role of 
Transnational Migration, Communities, and Policy.  Arizona State University, 10-12 September 2009.  
With Marie Provine, Paul Lewis, and Scott Decker. 
 
“Whose security?  Growing tensions between membership and enforcement in the devolution of  
immigration policing authority,”  With Marie Provine.  American Sociological Association (ASA) meetings,  
San Francisco, August.  
 
“Rescaling immigration law:  Cities respond to the devolution of enforcement authority,” Law and Society  
Association (LSA), Denver, May 2009. With Marie Provine, Scott Decker, and Paul Lewis. 
 
“Neoliberalism and Nativism:  Local Anti-Immigrant Policy Activism and an Emerging Politics of Scale.” 
Paper presented in organized session, Politicising State Spatial Theory, annual meeting of the 
Association of American Geographers (AAG); Las Vegas, NV, March 25.  
 
2008 
“Policing in the context of immigration,” Paper presented at the “State and Local Immigration Policy” 
workshop, Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, UCSD; May 9. 
 
2007 
“Unauthorized migration and the expansion of neoliberal local membership in the United States.” Paper 
presented in organized session, Migrants, Migration and Neoliberalization.  Annual meeting of the 
Association of American Geographers (AAG); San Francisco, CA; April. 
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“La Migra is everywhere:  Local police as immigration-control agents,” with Marie Provine. Western 
Society of Criminology, Scottsdale, Arizona, 15-17 February. 
 
2006 
“Undocumented immigration and growing tensions between local and national membership/citizenship 
policy in the United States.”  Paper presented in organized session, Geographies of Citizenship and 
Movement.  Annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers; Chicago, IL; March. 
 
2005 
“The expanding controversy over documenting undocumented migrants, Or: An argument for residence-
based citizenship.”  Paper presented in organized session, Borderline Contradictions: Neoliberalism, 
Unauthorized Migrations, and Growing Immigration Policing.  Annual meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers (AAG); Denver, CO; April.  
 
“Immigration and the shifting scales of citizenship and suffrage in the United States.” Paper presented at 
Studies in Political Economy Annual Conference, “Towards a Political Economy of Scale,” York 
University; Toronto, ON; February. 
 
2003 
“Migration and the rescaling of political membership:  The promises and pitfalls of urban citizenship.”  
Paper presented in organized session, Geographies of Citizenship:  Rescaling Citizenship.   Discussant:  
Patricia Wood (York University).  Annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers (AAG); 
New Orleans, LA; March. 
 
2002 
“Immigrants, the labor movement, and electoral participation in LA:  the global city and regional 
citizenship.” Paper presented in organized session, Marxist Geography—Race and Resistance, Part 2.  
Discussant:  Neil Smith (CUNY Graduate Center).  Annual meeting of the Association of American 
Geographers (AAG); Los Angeles, CA; March. 
 
“’Selling subscriptions to the democratic process’  Labor, Los Angeles, and the roots of immigrant 
participation in electoral politics.” Paper presented at the University of California Institute for Labor and 
Employment Graduate Student Research Conference.  Discussant:  Michael Burawoy (UC Berkeley). UC 
Santa Cruz; January. 
 
2001 
“Undocumented immigrants and the challenge to formal citizenship in Los Angeles.” Paper presented in 
organized session on urban politics, organized by Lynn Staeheli (University of Colorado) and Mark 
Purcell (University of Washington) at the annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers 
(AAG); New York, NY; February. 
 
1999 
“The Alameda Corridor: Who’s the ‘Public’ in ‘Public Works’?”  Paper presented at the annual meeting of 
the Association of American Geographers (AAG); Honolulu, Hawaii; March. 
 
1998 
“Undocumented residents:  modern day metics?  Cartographies of membership,” Place and Identity in an 
Age of Technologically Regulated Movement.  Project Varenius conference, Center for Geographic 
Information and Analysis.  Santa Barbara, CA; October. 
 
“Public transportation as public space/public sphere:  L.A.s Metropolitan Transportation Authority and the 
Bus Riders Union.”  Paper presented at the Western Geography Graduate Student Conference, San 
Diego State University; San Diego, CA; February. 
 
1996 
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“Democracy on Wheels?  Los Angeles’ bus system:  public space-cum-counterpublic sphere.” Paper 
presented in organized session, Public Spaces Public Spheres, organized by Don Mitchell (Syracuse 
University) at the Annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers (AAG); Charlotte, North 
Carolina; April. 
 
Conferences and Talks:  Other 
2022 
Panelist, “Why Climate Justice Matters and How Scholars Can Help”. Organized by the PublicsLab, 
CUNY Graduate Center.   
 
Discussant, “Crises and Conjunctures in Migration Geography 3”.  Organized by Jessie Stein and 
Mostafa Henaway.  AAG NYC NY.   
 
Discussant, “Governing Illegalities: Constructing, Enacting, Resisting”.  Organized by Walter Nicholls and 
Susan Bibler Coutín.  AAG NYC NY.  
 
Panelist, “Rebuilding and Expanding our Academic Communities,” Department Leadership Symposium.  
AAG NYC NY.   
 
2021 
Chair, "Nation-making through Empire, Settlement, and Revolution." Social Science History Association 
Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA.   
 
Chair, Author Meets Critics, Allan Colbern and Karthick Ramakrishnan’s Citizenship Reimagined:  A New 
Framework for State Rights in the United States.  APSA. Sept 30-Oct 3.  Panelists:  Dan Tichenor, Abigail 
Williamson, and Jamila Michener.   
 
Discussant, Session:  Immigrant Detention and Deportation.  APSA. Sept 30-Oct 3.   
 
Chair and Discussant, Author Meets Reader, David FitzGerald’s Refuge Beyond Reach:  How Rich 
Democracies Repel Asylum Seekers. Law and Society Association Annual Conference, May 27-30.   
 
Chair and Discussant, “Racial Legal Orders” paper panel.  Law and Society Association Annual 
Conference, May 27-30.  Panelists:  Sean Butorac, Abigail Moore, Bonar Buffam, Jack Chin 
 
Chair, “Crime and Deportation:  Critical and Spatial Perspectives”, Law and Society Association Annual 
Conference, May 27-30. 
 
Chair, “Liminal Statuses and Rights in the U.S. and Abroad,” Law and Society Association Annual 
Conference, May 27-30.  
 
Discussant for Book Talk, “Citizenship Reimagined:  A New Framework for State Rights in the United 
States,” Immigration Seminar Series, sponsored by the MA Program in International Migration Studies 
and the Ph.D. Program in Sociology, CUNY Graduate Center.  March 5.   
 
2020 
Panel Participant, Author-Meets-Critics, Ming Chen, author, Pursuing Citizenship in the Enforcement Era 
(Stanford University Press, 2020). American Political Science Association Annual Conference, San 
Francisco, September 10-13, 2020. 
 
Discussant, “Internal Migration Politics,” paper session organized by Willem Maas, with Allan Colbern, 
Andrea Silva, Kamal Sadiq, and Willem Maas.  American Political Science Association Annual 
Conference, San Francisco, September 10-13, 2020.  
 
2019 
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Co-Organizer and Chair, “Working the Archives:  Methodological Challenges of Doing Historical Research 
in Geography”; three sessions co-organized with Christian Siener.  American Association of Geographers 
Annual Meeting, Washington DC, April.   
 
2018 
Discussant, “Immigrant Integration at the Local Level in the United States,” APSA Boston, Sept 2.   
 
Panel Organizer (with Allan Colbern, ASU) and Discussant, “Qualitative Innovations in the Study of 
Immigration Federalism,” APSA Boston, August 31.  
 
Invited Panel Discussant and Conference Participant, “Migrant Illegality Across Uneven Legal 
Geographies:  Advancing the Sociology of Immigration” Conference funded by the ASA Fund for the 
Advancement of the Discipline.  CU Denver, April 6-7.   
 
2015 
Discussant. Panel on immigration and local citizenships organized by Dan Tichenor and Elizabeth Cohen. 
APSA, San Francisco, CA, August.  
 
2014 
Chair/Discussant. CRN02 Roundtable:  Migration Control in the US and the EU:  Recent Developments 
and Challenges.  Law and Society Association.  Minneapolis, MN. 
 
2013 
AAG session co-organizer with Walter Nicholls, “The Geography of Immigration Policy/Contentious 
Politics in the Obama Years, A Critical Assessment”  
 
AAG Beyond Walls and Cages; panelist, AAG Los Angeles, April 
 
2012 
Panel moderator and discussant, Issues of Immigration in Criminal Justice; John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice; March 23.   
 
Beyond Walls and Cages; panelist, AAG New York City, February. 
 
2011 
Organizer and Chair, Ethics Justice and Human Rights Plenary Lecture:  Katherine Gibson (University of 
Western Sydney), “An Economic Ethics for the Anthropocene,” Introduced by Gerry Pratt (University of 
British Columbia), Annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Seattle, WA.  15 April 
2011.  
 
Co-organizer:  5 sessions on “New Immigrant Destinations in the US”; Annual meeting of the Association 
of American Geographers, Seattle, WA.  With Lise Nelson, Mat Coleman and Jill Harrison.   
 
2010 
“A multilayered jurisdictional patchwork:  Immigration federalism in the United States,” Invited panelist for 
thematic session, “Local, National, and Global Governmental Policy Responses to Immigrant 
Populations,” American Sociological Association annual meeting, August 17, Atlanta GA. 
 
Panelist: “Local immigration policy responses in the United States:  Geographic perspectives,”  
Association of American Geographers meeting, Washington DC.  April.  
 
2009 
Invited roundtable participant, “Marginal returns:  Alienage, indigeneity, and the offshore,” organized  
by Susan Bibler Coutín, Bill Maurer, and Justin Richland.  Law and Society Association, Denver, May 
2009. 
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Invited discussant for panel, “Immigrants and the rescaling of governance during times of economic and 
political crises,” at Reconceptualizing Migration:  Economies, Spaces, and Biopolitics, Columbia 
University, Committee on Global Thought, April 2-3. 
 
Invited discussant, “Rescaling the national:  The transformation of immigration policies in the US and 
Europe.” Annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers; Las Vegas, NV; March 24. 
 
Invited discussant of film, “The Virgin appears in La Maldita Vecindad” Geography of Media Organized 
Session.  Annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers; Las Vegas, NV; March 26. 
 
Organizer and Chair, Ethics Justice and Human Rights Plenary Lecture:  Elvin Wyly (University of British 
Columbia), “American subprime dilemma:  Race, risk, and responsibility”.  Introduced by James DeFilippis 
(Rutgers University).  Annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers; Las Vegas, NV; 
March 26.   
 
2008 
Organizer, Research workshop, “State and Local Immigration Policy in the US:  Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives”  Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, UCSD.  9 May 2008 
 
Organizer and Chair, Ethics Justice and Human Rights Plenary Lecture:  Diana Liverman (Oxford 
University), “Just carbon:  Emissions trading, offsets and the ethics of climate policy”, introduced by Amy 
Glasmeier (Penn State University).  Annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers; Boston, 
MA; April. 
 
Co-organizer, Panel Session: “Immigration through many lenses:  Contemporary research on immigration 
in geography” (with Mathew Coleman, Ohio State University), Annual meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers; Boston, MA; April.  
 
Panelist, “Women’s roundtable 3:  Women’s experiences in varied academic settings” organized by 
Jennifer Mandel (University of Wisconsin, Platteville), Annual meeting of the Association of American 
Geographers; Boston, MA; April. 
 
2007 
Panelist, “Immigration and the Discourses of Marginalization:  From “Illegal Alien” to “Unauthorized 
Resident” in an organized session, “The meaning of circulation:  Moving and mobilizing,” annual meeting 
of the Association of American Geographers, San Francisco, 20 April.  
 
Discussant, “States, borders, criminality, and the marginalization of immigrants,” Summer Institute on 
International Migration, Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, UCSD, 22 June. 
 
Discussant, “Geographies of Labor Mobility,” Annual meeting of the Association of American 
Geographers; Chicago, IL; March. 
 
Respondent to Plenary Session:  “Global cities from the ground up:  A response to Peter Taylor,” Political 
Geography Specialty Group Plenary Lecture by Peter Taylor (Loughborough University, UK), “World cities 
and territorial states under condition of contemporary globalization.”  Co-respondents:  Mike Douglass 
(University of Hawai’i) and Mike Shapiro (University of Hawai’i).  Annual meeting of the Association of  
American Geographers; Honolulu, Hawai’i; March. 
 
 
TEACHING AND STUDENT ADVISING 
 

Undergraduate Courses, John Jay College, CUNY 
• The Law and Politics of Immigration (POL 244/344) 
• Urban Politics (POL 206) 
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• Seminar and Internship in New York City Government and Politics (POL 406)  
• Senior Capstone:  Colloquium for Research in Government and Politics/Research Design and 

Methodology (POL 409) 
• Honors:  Shaping the Future of New York City (MHC 226) 

 
Doctoral Courses, CUNY Graduate Center 

• The Rise of the New Right (Geography Doctoral Program)  
• Geography, Law, and Social Control (Geography Doctoral Program)  
• Immigration, Migration, and Justice (Criminal Justice Doctoral Program and Geography Doctoral 

Program) 
• Current Issues in Earth and Environmental Sciences Colloquium (EES Doctoral Program) 

 
Undergraduate Courses, ASU 

• Research Methods in Justice Studies (JUS 301) 
• The Just City (JUS 394E) 
• Immigration and Justice (JUS 350) 

 
Undergraduate Courses, Sarah Lawrence College 

• We the people?  The politics of immigration in the United States 
• Urban politics in the United States 
• Rights and citizenship in a ‘global’ era 
• Planes, trains, or automobiles?  Politics, social justice, and transportation in the US 

 
Undergraduate Courses, New School University 

• Immigrants and Segregation: Enclaves, Neighborhoods, and Ghettos  
 
 
Student Advising, Outside of CUNY 

   

Antonie Schmiz 
(Freie Universität 
Berlin) 
 

Visiting Research 
Scholar, Mentor 

Rethinking Arrival Infrastructures Through the Politics of 
Care.  The Case of New York City (April-May 2023) 

Gesche Loft  
(Freie Universität 
Berlin) 

Ph.D. Committee 
Political Science 
 
 

Sanctuary for Whom?  Negotiating “Crimmigration” and 
Local Membership in the “City of Immigrants” (completed 
Spring 2022) 
 

Carlos Echeverria- 
Estrada 
(Claremont  
Graduate 
University) 
 

Ph.D. Committee 
Public Policy & 
Evaluation 

Sanctuary Status and Local Immigrant Membership:  The 
Case of the Mexican Consular ID (completed Summer 2021) 

Michael Gould-
Wartofsky (NYU) 
 

Ph.D. Sociology No Sanctuary?  Broken Windows, Broken Doors, and the 
Unmaking of the “Sanctuary City” (completed Fall 2020) 
 

Student Advising, Graduate Center CUNY 
   

Jessie Stein Ph.D. Co-Chair 
Geography/EES 
 

Immigration Federalism, Social Reproduction, and the Fight 
for “Status for All”:  The Context Over the Grounds of 
Membership in COVID Québec 
 

Ben Rubin Ph.D. Co-Chair 
Geography/EES  

A House Built on Shale: the Texas Fracking Boom and the 
Regional Politics of a Global Industry 
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Laura Rivas Ph.D. Chair 
Geography/EES 
 

Anonymous Revolutionaries:  Sovereignty, Anticolonial 
Struggle, and the Dominican State 

Tenn Joe Lim Ph.D. Chair 
Geography/EES 
 

Speculative geographies along the Straits of Malacca: 
Unbuilt and unfinished infrastructures in Southeast Asia 
 

Rachel Corey Ph.D. Chair 
Geography/EES  

Title TBA 
 
 

Joao DaSilva Ph.D. Chair 
Geography/EES 
 

Migrant Activism as Place-Making in Santiago, Chile 

Hilary Wilson Ph.D. committee 
 

Title TBA 

Stephen Jones Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 
 

California’s Security Housing Unit, 1973-2013 

Patrick DeDauw Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 
 

Prison of Grass, Prison of Concrete:  Uneven Carceral 
Development in Canada’s Indigenous Prairies since the 
1990s.   
 

Amanda Matles Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 

Broken Windows and Sanctuary Cities  

Marlene Ramos Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 
 

Immigrant Detention and the Recycling of State 
Infrastructure 
 

Kate Schlott Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 
 

(Re)Producing Space:  Interplay of Spatial Practices in 
Multi-cultural Settler Hawai’i 

Nathaniel Sheets Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 

The Problem of Police and the Police of Progress:  Reform 
and Expansion in Twenty-First Century Seattle 
 

Danielle Puretz M.A. Chair 
IMS Program 
 

Operation Lone Star:  The Spectacle of Immigration 
Federalism (completed Summer 2022) 
 

Dalia Yousef M.A. Chair 
IMS Program 

The Muslim Ban (completed Spring 2022) 
 
 

Mandalena 
Prelashi 
 

M.A. chair 
IMS Program  

The T Visa Process and the Identification of Victims of  
Human Trafficking (completed Summer 2022) 

Allison Guess Ph.D. Chair 
Geography/EES 

Plotting on the Plot in Hispaniola:  A 16th Century 
Discontinuous Black Land Story and the Insistent Unsettling 
Crisis of the New World (completed Spring 2021) 
 

Mert Peksen Ph.D. Chair 
Geography/EES 
 

Displacing the border:  Migration, state and geography in 
Izmir, Turkey (completed Spring 2021) 
 

Carol Joo Lee M.A. Chair 
MALS Program 
 

Remarkably Ordinary, An Oral History:  Examining the Micro 
Effects of Family Reunification on the Lee Siblings and Their 
Spouses (completed Fall 2021) 
 

Rafael Mutis Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES  
 

Snapshots of Ethnobotanical Practices of Afro and 
Indigenous Communities in Cauca, Colombia (completed 
Fall 2020) 
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Daniel Bloch M.A. Chair 

MALS Program 
 

Transcending Absence, Transforming Presence:  
Undocumented Migrants and the Navigation of Forced and 
Chosen Space (completed Fall 2020) 
 

Hiroyuki Shibata Ph.D. committee 
Sociology 
 

Variations of Transnational Lives:  Brazilian Nikkeis’ 
Changing Cross-Border Ties with Two Homelands 
(completed Fall 2020) 
 

Hector Agredano Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 
 

Rails to Revolution:  Railroads, Railroad Workers and the 
Geographies of the Mexican Revolution (completed Spring 
2019) 
 

Olivia Ildefonso  Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 
 

The Fight for Local Control and the Future of Public 
Education (completed Spring 2019) 

Sarah Tosh Ph.D. committee 
Sociology 
 

Defending the “Bad Immigrant”:  Aggravated Felonies, 
Deportation, and Legal Resistance at the Crimmigration 
Nexus (completed Spring 2019) 

   
Shemon Salam Ph.D. committee 

Geography/EES 
 

Limits of the Black Radical Tradition and the Value-Form 
(completed Fall 2018) 

Jack Norton Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 
 

Little Siberia, Star of the North:  The Political Economy of 
Prison Dreams in New York State (completed Fall 2018) 
 

Marielos Ramos M.A. Chair 
MALS Program 

Due Process and the Right to Legal Counsel for 
Unaccompanied Minors (completed Spring 2018) 
 

Christian Siener Ph.D. committee 
Geography/EES 

From Prison to Work Camp to Homeless Shelter:  Camp 
LaGuardia and the Political Economy of an Urban 
Infrastructure, 1918-2007 (completed Summer 2018) 
 

Joao Da Silva M.A. Chair 
MALS Program 
 

A Human Rights Approach to Chile’s New Immigration 
(completed Summer 2018) 

Nancy Tresil M.A. Chair 
MALS Program 
 

The fight for legal recognition of same-sex parenting rights 
in the United States. (completed Summer 2017) 

Seiko Ishikawa M.A. Chair 
MALS Program 
 

The Story of New Skills-Based Immigrants in the United 
States. (completed Summer 2017) 

Lorraine Phillips Ph.D. committee 
Criminal Justice 
 

Individual levels of bias and current immigration policies in 
the United States:  A test and extension of the Dual 
Processing Model of bias. (completed Summer 2017) 
 

Shirley Leyro Ph.D. committee 
Criminal Justice 

Under siege:  Fear of deportation and its consequences on 
immigrant communities. (completed Fall 2016) 
 

Hunter Jackson Ph.D. Chair 
Geography/EES 
 

’In certain respects, the future looks bright’: Migration, 
criminalization, and race-making in 21st century Alabama 
(Leave of Absence) 
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Daniel Stageman Ph.D. committee 
Criminal Justice 

Subject to deportation:  Market logic and the political 
economy of punishment in American immigration 
enforcement. (completed Fall 2016) 
 

Araby Smyth M.A. committee 
Geography 

Mexican Hometown Associations in New York City 
(completed Spring 2015) 

   
Daniel Rogers M.A. committee 

Geography 
 

Managerial margins:  Metropolitan regionalism, public 
corporations, and New York’s Port Authority. (completed 
Summer 2014) 
 

Student Advising, John Jay College of Criminal Justice  
Verlisha Phillips Senior Honors 

Thesis Advisor 
Title TBA (AY 2018-19) 

Renee Toney Senior Honors 
Thesis Advisor 

West Indian immigrants in East Flatbush (AY 2017-18) 

Tom Viskoc Senior Thesis/ 
Macaulay Advisor 

Current Perceptions of the LGBTQ Movement (AY 2016-17) 

Marco Carvajal Senior Thesis 
Advisor 

The social networks and traveling experiences of illegal 
Ecuadorian migrants (completed Spring 2012) 

Mehdi Mahraoui Thesis Advisor The Case for a Pathway to Legalization for Generation 1.5 
(AY 2012-13) 

 
Student Advising, ASU 
Olivia Salcido Ph.D. committee 

Justice Studies 
 

The Criminal Justice System’s Response to Domestic 
Violence: A Comparative Study of U.S. Born and Latina 
Immigrant Victims/Survivors (completed Fall 2010) 
 

Sarah Giles Undergraduate 
Honors Thesis 
Committee Chair 
 

Constructing and Destructing San Francisco’s Chinatown:  A 
Result of Xenophobic Society (completed Spring 2009) 

Belinda Herrera Ph.D. co-chair  
Justice Studies 

Legal status and membership:  Arizona’s justice and the 
citizenship dilemma among the 1.5 Mexican generation 
(completed Spring 2009) 
 

Tyler Wall Ph.D. committee 
Justice Studies 
 

War Nation:  Military and Moral Geographies of the Hoosier 
Homefront (completed Spring 2009) 

Alissa Ruth Masters co-chair 
Justice Studies 

Undocumented students and their quest for higher education 
(completed Summer 2007) 

 
Student Advising, Sarah Lawrence College 
Angelica Kushi Independent Study 

Spring 2005 
 

Sustainable Alternatives to the Global Food Market  

Eunice Son Independent Study 
Spring 2005 
 

Contemporary and historical Asian-American social 
movements 

Jesse Bernstein Independent Study 
Spring 2004 

African Refugees and Cessation Clauses: New Excuses for 
the Denial of International Protection  
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Dora Fisher Independent Study 
Year, 2003-4 
 

Undocumented Workers in the New York City Restaurant 
Business 

Sonia Arora Senior Thesis 
Committee, 2004-
5 
 

The Servant Problem:  Housework and House Woes, 1910-
1930 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

2018 “2018 Outstanding Book in Policing Award” of the American Society of Criminology:  Provine,  
Marie; Monica Varsanyi, Paul Lewis, and Scott Decker. 2016. Policing Immigrants:  Local  
Law Enforcement on the Front Lines. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
 

2018 Advanced Research Collaborative (ARC), CUNY Graduate Center.  Distinguished CUNY Fellow.   
Spring Semester. 
  

2017 Regional Studies Association (RSA) Best Referee Award for Territory, Politics, Governance 
 

2017 Wenner-Gren Foundation Symposium; Invited Participant: “Migrants and Documents:  A View of  
the Nation-State from Below” Denver (August) 

  
2014 Invited Faculty, University of Amsterdam, January for 2 weeks (deferred). 

 
2013-14 John Jay Faculty Mid-Career Research Support Award  

 
2009 Invited participant for the Law and Society Association Early Career Workshop; Denver, CO.   

25-27 May.  Competitive selection process.   
  
2006 Invited faculty participant for the Summer Institute on International Migration, Center for  

Comparative Immigration Studies, UCSD, 19-23 June. 
  
2005-6 Visiting Research Fellow (Postdoctoral Fellowship), Center for Comparative Immigration  

Studies (CCIS) and Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies (USMEX), University of California,  
San Diego 
 

2001-2 University of California Institute for Labor and Employment Doctoral Dissertation Year  
Fellowship  

 
1994-5   Teaching Assistant of the Year, Department of Geography, University of Washington 

 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
 

2022 Panelist, "Understanding the American Job Market" Migration, Citizenship and Political  
Participation (MIGCITPOL) Standing Committee of IMISCOE (International Migration Research  
Network).  Nov. 10.   
 

2022 Panelist, "Going on the Job Market," Migration and Citizenship Section, American Political Science 
Association. August 26.  
 

2020-21 Division Program Co-Chair (appointed), Migration and Citizenship Section of the American  
Political Science Association 
 

2019-21 Executive Board Member (elected), Migration and Citizenship Section of the American Political  
Science Association:  worked on mentoring program and conference reception.   
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2017 Invited participant, national convening of immigration enforcement experts, American Immigration 

Council, Washington DC.  Dec. 12. 
 

2013-15 Executive Board Member (elected), Migration and Citizenship Section of the American Political  
Science Association 
 

2013 Chair (elected) and Member (appointed), Best Article Award Committee, Migration and  
Citizenship Section of the American Political Science Association 
 

2012-5 
 

Member (appointed), Committee on the Status of Women in Geography, Association of American  
Geographers 
 

2007-11 
 

  Chair (elected), Ethics, Justice, and Human Rights Specialty Group, Association of  
  American Geographers (2 terms)  
 

2006-7   Board Member (elected), Ethics, Justice, and Human Rights Specialty Group, Association of  
  American Geographers 
 

Other 
2008 Organizer, Mini-conference: “State and Local Immigration Policy”  Center for Comparative  

Immigration Studies, UCSD.  9 May 2008 
 
Editorial Boards 
 

2022-   Editorial Team, Law and Space (un)Journal 
 

2022-   Editorial Advisory Board, Territory, Politics, Governance 
 

2018-22   Co-Editor, Territory, Politics, Governance (2020 Impact Factor:  3.878) 
 

2015- Editorial Board, Law & Policy 
  
2012-20   Editorial Board, Annals of the American Association of Geographers (flagship journal in geography) 

 
 
Reviewer:  Personnel 
Faculty of Environmental Studies, York University 
 
Reviewer:  Grant Proposals 
Israel Science Foundation (ISR) 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 
National Science Foundation (NSF) 
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NOW) 
Research Foundation—Flanders (Fonds Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek—Vlaanderen, FWO) 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC)  
 
Reviewer:  Books 
Cornell University Press  
New York University Press 
Oxford Bibliographies in Political Science  
Oxford University Press 
Routledge 
Stanford University Press 
University of California Press 
University of Georgia Press 
Temple University Press 
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Reviewer:  Journals 
 

Administration & Society 
Acme:  An International E-Journal for Critical Geographies  
American Journal of Political Science 
American Politics Research 
American Sociological Review 
Annals of the Association of American Geographers  
Antipode  
California Journal of Politics and Policy 
Citizenship Studies 
Constellations 
Environment and Planning A  
Environment and Planning D:  Society and Space 
European Journal of Criminology 
Gender Place and Culture  
Geoforum  
Geopolitics  
Global Networks  
Ideés d’Ameriques  
International Migration 
International Migration Review  
International Studies Association Compendium Project 
International Studies Review  
Journal of Empirical Legal Studies 
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies (JEMS) 
Journal of Intercultural Studies 
Journal of International Migration and Integration/Revue de l’integration et de la migration internationale 
Journal of Latino and Latin American Studies  
Journal of Politics  
Journal of Urban Affairs 
Justice Quarterly  
Latino Studies  
Law and Policy 
Law and Social Inquiry 
Law and Society Review 
Perspectives on Politics  
Pew Charitable Trusts 
Policy & Politics  
Political Geography   
Politics, Groups, and Identities 
Political Research Quarterly 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
Progress in Human Geography 
RAND Corporation  
Review of International Studies  
Rural Sociology 
Social Science History Journal 
Social Science and Medicine  
Social Problems 
The Sociological Quarterly 
Southeastern Geographer  
Space and Polity  
Studies in Social Justice   
Territory, Politics, Governance 
Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale geografie 
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Urban Affairs Review 
Urban Geography  
Urban Planning  
Urban Studies 
WorkingUSA  
 
Professional Memberships 
 

Association of American Geographers  
Law and Society Association 
American Sociological Association 
American Political Science Association 
Social Science History Association 
Immigration and Ethnic History Society  
 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
CUNY Graduate Center, Earth and Environmental Sciences Program 
 
2022-25 Executive Committee, International Migration Studies MA Program, CUNY 

Graduate Center (elected, declined) 

2022-23 GC Budget Committee (elected, 2 year term, Jan 2022-Dec 2023) 
 

2021-22 Executive Council of the Executive Officers (elected, two-year term) 
 

2021 Pod Facilitator and Organizer of EES pod, URGE: Unlearning Racism in Geoscience: 
https://urgeoscience.org/; semester-long curriculum on anti-racism in the geosciences,  
sponsored by the NSF and run by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute. 
 

2020-22 Executive Council of the Executive Officers (elected, two-year term) 
 

2020-22 Academic Review Committee (elected, two-year term) 
 

2021 Reviewer, Dolores Zohrab Liebmann Fund Fellowship Competition  
 

2020 Reviewer, Academic Research Collaborative (ARC) Fellowship Competition 
 

2019-23 Executive Officer, EES Program  
 

2018-20 Academic Review Committee (elected, two-year term) 
 

2015-19 Member, Ad Hoc Advisory Committee, EES Program 
 

2014- Chair, Doctoral Admissions Committee, EES Program 
  
2014 Dissertation Fellowship Competition Referee 

 
2013-14 
 

      Committee on Curriculum and Degree Requirements, Graduate Center, CUNY (elected) 
 

2013-14 Co-Chair, Doctoral Student Admissions Committee, EES Program 
 

2013-15 Executive Committee, EES Program 
 
2013 

 
Dissertation Fellowship Competition Referee 
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CUNY Graduate Center, Criminal Justice Program 
2014 Grader, Comprehensive Exams (Methods and Methodology) 

 
John Jay College, College-Wide Service 
2021-22 Faculty Personnel Committee, At-Large Member (elected by all JJ faculty) 

 
2020-23 Member (elected), Personnel Process Appeals Committee 

 
2017-18 
 

Co-Coordinator, Law and Society Major, John Jay College, City University of New York 
 

2017-20 Member (elected), Personnel Process Appeals Committee 
 

2018 
 

Member, Faculty Panel, Provost Search Committee 

2016-17 Juror, John Jay/HF Guggenheim Prizes for Excellence in Criminal Justice Reporting  
 

2016-17 Co-Chair, (Im)migration MA Program Development 
 

2014-15 Deputy Chair, Department of Political Science, John Jay College, City University of New 
York 

 
2013-15   Co-Coordinator, Law and Society Major, John Jay College, City University of New York 

 
2014-15 Member (elected), Personnel Process Appeals Committee 
  
2014  
 

Review Committee for Faculty Awards, Office for the Advancement of Research. 

2013 Search committee, Associate Provost & Dean of Undergraduate Studies (elected)  
 

2013 Member, UCASC Subcommittee on Planning for New Liberal Arts Majors 
   

2012-13 Chair, UCASC Programs Subcommittee 
 

2012 “Immigration and the DREAM Act” John Jay College of Criminal Justice Symposium Series:   
Hot Topics, Cool Research.  (10 May 2012; run by the Office of the President)  
 

2011 John Jay Open House, Nov. 13 
 

2011 Search committee, Student Life Manager 
 

2011-13 Department Representative to College-wide Curriculum Committee (UCASC) 
 

2011-12 
 

Member, UCASC, Programs Subcommittee 

2010 John Jay Open House, Nov. 14 
 

2010-11 Faculty Senate and College Council, John Jay College 
 
Departmental Service 
 

Fall 2021 Law and Society Search Committee 
 

2021-22 Departmental Personnel and Budget Committee (elected) 
 

2020-21 Departmental Personnel and Budget Committee (elected) 
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2019-20 Departmental Personnel and Budget Committee (elected) 

 
Fall 2019 Law and Society Search Committee 

 
2018-19 Departmental Personnel and Budget Committee (elected) 

 
2017-18 Co-Coordinator, Law and Society Major 

 
2017-18 Departmental Personnel and Budget Committee (elected) 

 
Fall 2016 Law and Society Search Committee 

 
2014-15 Deputy Chair (elected), Political Science Department 

 
2014-15 Departmental Personnel and Budget Committee (elected) 

 
2014-15 Departmental Curriculum Committee 

 
Fall 2013 Gender and the Law Search Committee 

 
2013-15 Co-coordinator, Law and Society Major 

 
2013-14 Departmental Curriculum Committee 

 
2013-14 Departmental Personnel and Budget Committee (elected) 

 
2012-13 Departmental Personnel and Budget Committee (elected) 

 
Fall 2012 Law and Society Search Committee 

 
2011- Law and Society Major Governance Committee 

 
2011-13 Chair, Departmental Curriculum Committee 

 
2010-12  
 

Departmental Treasurer 

2010-15 
 

Political Science Major Undergraduate Advisor 

2009-11 Departmental Curriculum Committee, Department of Political Science, John Jay 
 

2010  
 

Search Subcommittee Member:  Public Policy 

2009 Major Self-Review, co-coordinator 
 

2008 Search Subcommittee Member:  Public Law search 
 

2008 Faculty Mentor, JUS 301:  Research Methods in Justice Studies  
 

2007-8 
 

Recruitment Committee, School of Justice and Social Inquiry, ASU 
 

2007-8 
 

Recruitment Committee for Director, School of Justice and Social Inquiry, ASU 

2006-7 
 

Undergraduate Affairs Committee, School of Justice and Social Inquiry, ASU 
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2004-5 Acting Assistant Chair, Urban Studies, Eugene Lang College at the New School University, NYC 
 

2001-4 Charter Member, Supporting Women in Geography-UCLA (SWIG-UCLA) 
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